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Documentary Screening and Cross-Country Public Engagement Tour

Media contact Mairi Campbell: 778-885-5300, e-mail mairi.campbell@telus.net 

Web site itstimeafrica.org 

“The more time you spend in Africa, the more 
you realize that the future of the country lies 
with the empowerment of women.”

- Dr. Bill Fris, the former U.S. Senate majority leader
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JOINING HANDS AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE: SOUTH AFRICA & ETHIOPIA

Backgrounder

VANCOUVER  

1985-Victim Services and Crime Prevention Division 

of British Columbia developed a training program 

for police, prosecutors, and victim service workers 

designed to better integrate all sectors of the justice 

system in dealing with domestic violence. 

The Law Courts Education Society (LCES) collaborated 

with Victim Services in developing the program which 

became the model for the South African project: 

Joining Hands Against Domestic Violence.

“The Joining Hands project was a mammoth and exhausting process 
that went far beyond my expectation. It is a product of an excellent 
combination of both the Canadian and our own South African 
expertise in the various areas of domestic violence.” 

- Tsidi Kambula, Prosecutor for the South African National Prosecuting Authority
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SOUTH AFRICA 

1995- South African justice system was incorporating changes in legislation 

around domestic violence and struggling to manage the high rate of domestic 

violence legal cases within the courts. 

Tsidi Kambula, Prosecutor for the South African National Prosecuting Authority 

(NPA), partnered with Victims Services and LCES to develop a version of the 

Canadian training program for South Africa.

The project was funded by The Canadian International Development Agency 

(CIDA). 

Joining Hands Against Domestic Violence was launched in South Africa in 2000. 

The project includes training materials and training workshops for hundreds of 

facilitators, who then train prosecutors and other professionals working in the 

area of domestic violence.

The project has been recognized by UNICEF, and by other African countries. 

Next steps include a training program for Traditional Leaders designed to 

integrate the criminal justice system and the social/traditional justice philosophy. 

The model blends both retributive and restorative justice.

ETHIOPIA

 

The Ethiopian penal code was revised in 2005 to outlaw domestic violence for 

the first time. 

“The real challenge lies in transforming entrenched cultural practices and 
internalized attitudes towards domestic violence. Only when women achieve full 
participation in society can our country reach its full potential.” 

Mahdere Paulos, Executive Director of the Ethiopian Women Lawyers Association (EWLA)
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Many of those working in the justice system, including police, prosecutors, and 

judges are still unaware that domestic violence is a crime. 

Numerous obstacles exist to implementing the revised penal code, including: 

Inefficiencies within the criminal justice system•	
A culture of violence •	
Lack of trust in the social and justice system•	
Cultural practices like early marriage, rape abduction, female genital •	
mutilation

Internalized attitudes toward domestic violence  •	

The Ethiopian Women Lawyers Association (EWLA) under executive director 

Mahdere Paulos, partnered with the LCES to develop a training program that 

incorporated the best practices from both the Canadian and South African 

experience.

The Joining Hands Against Domestic Violence: Ethiopia project was launched 

in 2006.

The project involves conducting workshops throughout Ethiopia with police, 

prosecutors and judges to educate them on domestic violence and the revised 

penal code. 

“We also need to address gaps in the law for women who are abducted, raped 
and then forced to marry the rapist.  Other men often facilitate the rape.  No one 
will marry her so she is forced to marry the rapist and then expected to take him 
food in jail several times a day. It is double victimization.”  

- Policeman Ethiopia

“I had no idea about domestic violence previously. During this training I called 
my wife to apologize for what has happened during our married life”

 - Ethiopian Police Officer
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CANADA TOUR

The tour launches May 27, 2008 in Vancouver, and continues to Toronto, Halifax, 

and Ottawa.

The project will be sharing information about the African experience with 

Canadian agencies and legal organizations in a three-week cross-country, public 

engagement tour.

The tour includes public screenings of the documentary IT’S TIME: AFRICAN 

WOMEN JOIN HANDS AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, as well as 

opportunities for dialogue with African and Canadian experts in domestic 

violence. 

The project has particular relevance to Canadians working in the cross-cultural 

areas of domestic violence, and the events will attract audiences of policy 

makers, legal professionals, victim service workers, and the general public.

“If we want to have a system that keeps women safe and prevents the kind of 
tragedy we have seen in this case, we have do more to train police and 
prosecutors on the issue of domestic violence. The dialogue generated by this 
tour couldn’t be more timely.”

- Dr Lori Haskell, expert witness for the Peter Lee inquiry 

“2007 is the Ethiopian Millennium and young people are looking for a change. 
Domestic violence is an issue whose time has come.”

- Ethiopian judge


