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Ethiopian Domestic Violence Victims Now In Jeopardy  
 

For Immediate Release 
 
January 29, 2009. VANCOUVER CANADA-  A groundbreaking training model for 
integrating the justice system, developed in British Columbia, is now being used in South 
Africa and Ethiop ia to train police, prosecutors and judges to work together to combat the 
rampant domestic violence in these countries. The African project leaders, Mahdere Paulos 
(ex high -court judge and Executive Director of the Ethiopian Women Lawyer's Association) 
and  Tsidi Kambula (Prosecutor for the South African National Prosecuting Authority),  
participated in a Canada -wide tour launched in Vancouver last May. These courageous 
women share d the challenges and lessons learned from their partnership with the Law 
Court s Education Society of British Columbia (LCES) with policy makers, legal professionals, 
victim service workers, and the general public.   
 ÒBeing safe in your own home is a basic human right,Ó states Evelyn Neaman, International 
and Special Projects Manager  for LCES.  
 
This work is now in jeopardy  in Ethiopia as a result of a controversial bill recently  passed in 
Ethiopia's parliament which impos es tight restrictions on aid agencies .   
 
On January 6th, the BBC  reported:  

Foreign agencies are prohibited from a number of areas including human rights, 
equality, conflict resolution and the rights of children. Local groups that receive more 
than 10% of their funding from abroad are also banned from working in these areas.  
Ethiopia is among the world's top aid reci pients.  
Madhere Paulos director of the Ethiopian Women Lawyers' Association told the BBC 
that 99% of its funding to provide legal aid to women currently comes from abroad.  
She said her members would continue to give up their time for free.  
"But when we think about the premises, when we think about the court fees that we 
pay for our clients, the transportation, the medical fees for those who are victims of 
rape and sexual violence, it's very difficult to think of only using voluntary 
contributions."  
The US government in particular has protested loudly to the Horn of Africa nation 
about the proposals, but to very little effect, says our correspondent.  

 
 
About Law Courts Education Society of British Columbia  
The Law Courts Education Society of British Col umbia is a non -profit organization that provides 
educational programs and services about the justice system in Canada and internationally. LCES has 
been recognized for work in Canada and abroad in the area of criminal justice reform, including 
domestic vio lence. The Society has worked with partner organizations in South Africa, Somalia, 
Ethiopia, Central America, Guatemala, China and Montenegro.  For more information visit 
www.itstimeafrica.org   

 

 
 


